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1.
Scholarship and Financial Support

2.
Scholarship Program for Equality of 
Opportunities in Education

3.
Özyegin Rural Development Model 

Inclusion is one of ÖzU core values.  We advocate that education is a pathway 
to employment and economic security and should therefore be accessible 
to students from all backgrounds and circumstances. ÖzU celebrates 
and welcomes diversity, and is committed to providing appropriate 
support to enable students to succeed in their studies and beyond.
     
Of  the  7,429 students enrolled in at least one semester of the 2021/22 
academic year, 91% (6,739 students) have scholarships. In the 2022/23 
academic year, 664 students received stipend scholarships, in addition to 
and 572 students receiving free  accommodation, 552 students receiving 
dining support and 102 students receiving transportation support .

In recognition of its social responsibility, the University launched the 
Scholarship Program for Equality of Opportunities in Education (EFEB) in 
2015. Through the program, the University offers an outstanding higher 
education opportunity to prospective students who succeeded in ranking 
among the top 1% in the Turkish national University entrance exam but 
were unable to qualify for full scholarship programs, due to financial 
limitations. This scholarship program continues to thrive with the generous 
donations that made it possible to see the number of recipients soar to 115 
in the 2022-2023 Academic Year.

The impact of EFEB  is measured by using social impact analysis methodology 
to understand whether or not the transformative experience offered 
actually delivers the expected contribution. It has been found that a higher 
percentage of EFEB scholars meaningfully start job seeking earlier and there 
is a statistically meaningful impact on their competency development.

Özyegin University carries out studies in the fields of sustainable rural 
development and agriculture and food systems in the components of 
education, academic publication, creating student experiences, and 
preparing local development plans. ÖzU takes the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals as a reference in these studies.

Özyegin University categorizes its efforts in agriculture, critical food studies, 
local and rural development, and ecology under the following headings: 
research, program development, advocacy, capacity development, and 
outreach awareness. 

Certificate Programs for Local and Rural Development Expertise: The “Local 
and Rural Development Expertise Training Certificate Program” has been 
consistently offered since 2014, and its 10th iteration is taking place this 
year, benefiting over 500 individuals thus far. This certificate program aims 
to provide participants with a holistic understanding of the fundamental 
issues, applications, and thematic areas in sustainable local and rural 
development. It has become a focal point for public sector employees, local 
government officials, and civil society organization staff. Distinguished by 
its uniqueness, our certificate program includes contributions from 



4.
ÖzU Cares Social Responsibility 
Projects-ÖzU Care Packages

During the Covid pandemic ÖzU staff regularly provided 
essential household supplies to the 57 families who are 
in need, residing in the surrounding neighborhood of the 
campus. Additionally, during the 22-23 academic year, 9. 
ÖzU Care Packages project was sent as stationery gifts to 75 
students in Diyarbakır this time. Thus, a total of 4082 children 
were given gifts.

academics of various universities, NGO leaders, and representatives of 
producer organizations, in addition to Özyegin University. The program’s 
participants and instructors reinforce our university’s claim to be a hub 
for sustainable development. 

Capacity Development Training for Cooperatives: Capacity-enhancing 
training and mentorship support is provided to cooperatives engaged 
in agriculture and food-related activities. Within this scope, support has 
been extended to cooperatives and associations operating in Kilis, Bitlis, 
Rize, and Igdır.

District Investment Plans for Sustainable Development: In 
collaboration with the Southeast Anatolia Project Regional Development 
Administration (GAP), investment plans have been prepared for three 
settlements, including Ömerli in Mardin, Besni in Adıyaman, and the 
Ravanda Basin in Kilis. These district investment plans, centered on 
holistic and community-based local development, serve as exemplary 
instances of cross-sector collaboration.

Integration of Rural and Urban Economies Project (KIRKEP) Research 
Report: In cooperation with the Ministry of Industry and Technology’s 
General Directorate of Development Agencies, a research report titled 
“Integration of Rural and Urban Economies Project (KIRKEP)” has been 
prepared. This research investigates the integration of rural and urban 
economies in Turkey, examining integration at the district level through 
various lenses such as production, consumption, demographics, and 
social manifestations. The study has resulted in policy recommendations 
in these areas. Additionally, the research project has contributed to the 
development of a methodology and variable set specifically designed 
to measure rural-urban integration. It has sparked discussions among 
academia, civil society, and policymakers regarding spatial-level and 
integration-focused approaches to local and rural development.

Book on Local and Rural Development from the Perspective of 
Sustainable Living: The book, “Local and Rural Development from the 
Perspective of Sustainable Living,” comprises articles by academicians 
who serve as trainers in local and rural development certificate programs. 
It has been published by Özyegin University Publications and offers a 
rich resource that combines theoretical perspectives with practical 
insights. The book features 24 articles and interviews categorized under 
four main themes. It effectively addresses a significant gap in Turkish 
literature concerning local and rural development.

Legacy and Future of Turkish Agriculture Debates: Inter-
generational Seminar Series: This series aims to bring 
together young researchers focused on agriculture and food-
related topics with eminent figures in Turkish agriculture 
and food literature. The platform allows them to engage in 
discussions on contemporary research topics. As of October 
2023, the 14th meeting of the “Legacy and Future of Turkish 
Agriculture Debates” is a product of collaboration between 
Özyegin University (LoafLab) and the Globe Local Studies 
Scientific Research Cooperative.


